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Gogebic Lodge Accomodations
worthy of the Largest inland

Lakes in the U

By Michelle Perin

The 2008-2009 snow-
mobile season is fast
approaching. Eager
sledders will soon be
pulling out their
machines and getting
them ready to hit the
trails. Families and
friends will sit around
the table discussing
where they want to take
their trips this winter.
One place that should
be at the top of the list is
Lake Gogebic.

At around 13,380
acres, Lake Gogebic is
the largest inland lake in

the U.P. Surrounded by.

the Ottawa National
Forest and Sylvania
Wilderness, Lake
Gogebic lies in the heart
of the northern woods.
This unique place is
large enough to occupy
two counties,
Ontonagon and
Gogebic, as well as, two
time zones, Eastern and
Central. lts proximity to
Lake Superior adds to
its appeal, especially to
snow enthusiasts.
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With an average of
200-300 inches of snow
a year, the Lake
Gogebic area benefits
from regular snowfall
and lake effect snow.
Lake Superior also adds
to the milder tempera-
tures in the region. For
those who want to take
advantage of this scenic
area, a variety of trails
exist that satisfy the
novice or the expert.
The area boasts scenic
outlooks, friendly towns
and . ever-changing
scenery. Snowmobilers
can ride around the

The back of my Chalet

lake, take a trip to Lake
of the Clouds, head to
the Wakefield, WI or
view the ice at Agate
Falls/Bond Falls, all
within a 100 mile round
trip. The Bill Nicholls
Trail is also easily
assessable, if an

300+ inches of snow in the
Western Upper Peninsula of Michigan

The hub of world class riding and snow fun.
THE LAKE GoGEBIC AREA CHAMBER COMMERCE
and Trail Reports & Other Inquiries
888-GOGEBIC/888-464-3242

Trail Maps (906) 932-4850

www.lakegogebicarea.com
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on the lakeshore.

overnighter to Copper
Harbor is part of the
plan. While exploring
Lake Gogebic and all it
has to offer, plan to
make your home ground
Gogebic Lodge.

Since the early
1980's, Gogebic Lodge
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has béen a family-oper-
ated, family-oriented
accommodation. Living
in Chicago, Don and
Chris Berquist used to
bring their children to
Lake Gogebic in the
summer. Finally decid-
ing to live the dream of
being on perpetual

vacation, Don gave up-

his job at G.M., moved
to Lake Gogebic and
bought Gogebic Lodge.
What started as a small
set of buildings on a dirt
road has turned into the
current four-season
resort stocked with
amenities to suit every
guest.

On the west side of
Lake Gogebic, the
Lodge is located eight
miles north of U.S. 2. It
can also be reached
from M-28 just west of
Bergland. Constructed
of knotty pine, tongue-
and-grove paneling with
a stonework foundation,
Gogebic Lodge offers a
backwoods atmosphere

with modern amenities.
When you enter the
Lodge, you're greeted
by the gift shop. Guests
are immediately wel-
comed by the Lodge
staff. On the day |
arrived, | overheard an
-employee state a group
of snowmobilers who

were scheduled to arrive
that day were going to
be coming in late.
Regardless of the hour
they would arrive, the
Lodge would have

someone there to wel-
come them. “You have
to be here and meet the
people,” she explained

The Lodge’s magnificent stone fireplace.

Breath taking.
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to me as | checked in.
Does it get any better
than to come in off a
long day on the ftrails,
cold and tired, and be
greeted by a warm fire
and a friendly face? To
make things better, the
accommodations are as
inviting as the staff.

The Lodge has a
sleeping capacity of 85
and can accommodate a
variety of groups, from
an individual seeking a
quiet retreat to a family
or a group of sledding
buddies. Four two bed-
room chalets, two three
bedroom chalets, one
four bedroom cottage,
three one bedroom cot-
tages and Da Yooper
House, a three bedroom
are all available to
house snow loving
patrons. Don put me up
in one of the two bed-
room chalets and as
soon as | walked in |
started devising a way to
live there full-time. Each
bedroom was spacious

and inviting. The living
room had a wood burn-
ing fireplace and a slid-
ing glass door leading
onto a wood deck. The
view of the lake covered
in ice and spotted with
fishing shacks was
breathtaking. When
evening descended, |
had a fire crackling
(everything was provid-
ed by my hosts) and |
sat on the cozy couch
watching the snow and
darkness fall over the
lake. It had been a long
time since | had felt that
comfortable and
relaxed. Along with the
fabulous rooms,
Gogebic Lodge offers a
screened-in  pavilion,
satellite television, wire-
less internet, a game
room, a whirlpool and a
wood-fired sauna.
Inside the main
Lodge, guests can get a
full menu of items for
breakfast, lunch and din-
ner. The space is perfect

Continued on page 50
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for meeting friends
around the full-service
bar, having a family din-
ner at a table in front of
the stone fireplace or
playing a game of pool
with music from the juke
box livening up the air.
Hosting: banquets or
meetings for groups up
to 250 would be- a
breeze for the 25 mem-
ber staff. The welcoming
tone and inviting atmos-
phere make the Lodge a
perfect place for a

retreat or a snowmobile
club get-together.

As far as amenities,
Gogebic Lodge is com-
prehensive and snow-
mobile friendly. Gasoline
and a heated garage are
on premise. For those
who want to take their

sleds onto the lake for -

fishing, bait is available.
On the last Saturday in
February, the largest ice
fishing derby on Lake
Gogebic is hosted here
with over $1,500 in total
prizes. Snowmobile
rentals, sales, service
and supplies are all with-
in a reasonable distance

The view of the lake from my deck.
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from the Lodge. Out of
the 19 Lake Gogebic
Area accommodations
listed in the Lake
Gogebic Times, Gogebic
Lodge is the only one
having every option
except two: a motel unit
and a telephone in the
room. Who needs
those? As for your sled,
you can park it right out-
side your door. In the
morning, just head into
the Lodge for a hearty
breakfast, gas-up and
head out onto the hun-
dreds of miles of trails
available.

Of course, weather is
always a concern for
those traveling to an
area. On their website,
www.gogebiclodge.com,
a webcam is available to
assure you the snow will
be fine. “Weather deter-
mines business,” Don
states. “We can't control
it, but “I've never had a
winter without snow.”
Now retired from the

hospitality business
(sort-of), Don and Chris
reside in Florida and
their son Brian and his
wife Julie carry on the
family mission of provid-
ing warmth and a friend-
ly smile when you come
out of the cold. A third
generation of Berquists
is being groomed with
their son, Austin, 8, and

daughter, Maria, 10
helping around the
Lodge.

As for the gift shop,

everyone should pick

something up to com-
memorate their stay. |
walked away with a hot
pink baseball cap proud-
ly stating, “Summer
sucks. Give me 12 inch-
es.” If you can't wait
until the white stuff falls
to head here, you don't
have to. It hosts events
for every season and
offers the same hospital-
ity. With the motto, “Live
the good life at the
Gogebic Lodge”, how
can you go wrong?
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CROSSROADS OF THE WESTERN U.P.

We have it all
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SETTLERS FEDERAL CREDIT

SETTLERS CO-OP GAS/GROCERY - 906-827-3515 \

UNION - 906-827-3240

Keweenaw Peninsula
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